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THE 


OBSERVATOR., 
Of the Danger of Perfecution to 4 Nation. Of the Advantage of Agreemert in mate 
"gers of Religion. Of the Honour would redound to Her Majefly as the Inftrument 

of a Comprehenfion. Of the Foreign News. Of the Plare-Fleet’s being got into 


Newfound-Land. The Country-man’s Vindication of himfelf. 
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Country-m. | Have been thinking of our laft | are the oulyinftruments that can work upon the 
Difcourfe almoft ever fince | | Sudgment ot aRational Creature. Hence it follows, 
faw you, andthe more I think | If the Aigh- Flyers of this Kingedom,would bring 

of Perfecution, the more monftrous it appears; | the reft of the Nation to a Uniformity of Op:- 

and I can eafily demonftrate, thatthe Man who | xicon with Themjelues ; inftead of Corporal fu- 
isfor Perfecution is no Chrijtian ; our God isthe | nifhments, and Pecuniary A/u/ds, they waft pio- 

God of Peace, his Gofpel is the Gofpel of Peace, | duce fubitantial vguments and Reason, foflicient 

his Adinifters bring the glad Fydings of Peace,his | to convince Mankind of the reaionablencis of 

ervants are Peaceable Servants, and his Service | thety OpsritonsFor ’tisa hard Cafe that. one Mans 
js perfect Freedong, what then, Sir, fhall we fay | Judgemert fhould iubmit to anetier MansFarcy. 
of thofe Potentates, who ufurp the Throne of Country-m. 1 wonder, what the People of 
the Almighty, and Jay Obligations on Men’s | England have to do with the Humours or Fan- 

Minds, contrary tothe Prefcription of Divine | cies of the Folk, in the Adimifiry, or Court, ox in 

Laws ? What fhall we fay of thofe AZinifters who | the Church cither; if we keep our Afagua Char- 

make the Gofpel of Yefus fpeak War inftead of | tajand the Ff) bifid Lams ot the Land, we fhall 

Peace; who inftead ot bringing the glad Ty- | certainly keep our Liberty : 1! we keep the Bible, 

dings of Peace, do ftir Men up to a Spirit of Cone | whichis the Adagna Charta of Religion, we hall 

tention? Thefe are not the Ambafladors of Fe- | keep our Religion alfo ? What then have we to 
fus Chrift, butethe Couriers of the Devil, fent | do with thefe Mens Opinions ? The Bible, | hope, 
with the Exprefles of War and Confufion. Thefe | is the Standard of Religion, which we muft never 
are they which wage War with Religion under | fuffer to be weigh’din the Court-Ballance: ? Lis 
itsown Colours; as fome Men, not an Age ago, | the Bufinefs of Men in Eminent Stations, in the 
took up Arms by hisMajefties Authority againit | Englifh Goucrnment, to take Care that al! things 

His Majefties Perfon; and thefe Men are the | be managed for the good of the Queen and Her 

common Encmies of the Proteftant Religion and | People. That the Secrets ot Her Majeflics Coun. 

the Englifh Liberties. j cils, are not difcovered to the Enemy: That 
Obf. Perfecution is as abfurd and foolifh in it | the Armics and Flects be pnder a good Dif/t- 
felé asic is Irreligiow. For Perfecution isafor- | pline ; and that the Moneys given by Parliament 

‘ting the Mind to aConfent, towhat the Mind | for their Support, be not diverted to Private 

has an utter Averfion tocomply withal: Now | Ufes: ’Tis their Bofineis ro gain the Elearts of 

who ever confiders the nature of a Mans Azind, | all the good People of Exgland to Her Majefties 
asalfo of a Rational Soul, muft conclude, that it | Perfon and Government, and not to fowre any 
cannot bg forc’d by External Inflruments: Spi- | of them, by Confining Her Majefties Royal Fa- 
ritual [ntelleGual Beings, as they fubdfift without | vour to a Party. This is much better than ma- 
the Accidents peculiar to Corporeal Subjtances, | king of Curb- Bridles for the Confciences of other 
cannot be affected by Material Objeds. How vain | Men; when their own Conjfciences are fo well 
then is it for Men to endeavour to force the | managed, that Pride and Ambition will Ride 

Mind by panifhments of the Body? ’Tis true, | Them over all the Fences of Law and Reajon, 

the Sou and Body, whillt they are United, do | with a Snaffie, made of Twine Thread, li we 

SyMpathize one with the other ; when the Bo- | wereall to follow the Court Humour, our Grae 

dy is AfliGed, the intellectual Faculties do not | ciovs Queen and our Selves would be in a fine 

exert themfelves with fuch Vigour and Force of | Condition: Suppofe 1 was to wear as long a 

Judgement ,as when the Body is in perfect Health | Perrimig 96 aCourtier, how Gently fhould I Comb 

and Eafe, Notwithftanding the Sou! and Bo- | it among the Bufhes in my Copice? And if tle 

dy (as they are only confticuent parts of the | People in Imitation of the Comrtiers, fhould 

Compofitum) da inflaence one the other, in Re- | fay Tobacco Stinks, and leave off Srmoakiry ? 

lation to Ruin or Auxiety, Soy or Gladu:fs: Yet | what alarge hole would that make in Her Mz- 

do they nor aflift one another in the Ations of | jefties Revenue ? But 20 make a Fa/lion of Reli- 
their feparate Natures, ‘Ihe Body of Man ab- | gion and Opinion, is the moft ridiculous Fancy 

{tracted from its Divine Jnformant, the Soul, is | that ever yet was brought vp. A Man at-this 

RO moré nobic than the Body of a Besft; and | rate wmnft chufe his Religion only for cne Reign; 

the Soul does in no manner affift the Body inits | for he knows not what Religion will be in Fathi- 

Natura! and Corpereal AGions,nor the Body the | on in the next. Religion is never the worfe for 

Soul in its Speculative and Jutelledéual Ooerations ; | she wearing. Truth is Eternal,and will remain the 

{9 it follows, whoever would reftrain the AGi- } fame without aay Alteration,to the end of Time, 

ens cither of the Body or Soul, muft ufe means | and if the Hizh- Flyers will have Fafljcnoble Opie 
applicable tothe Subject , and thas the /ntelle- { nions, let ’em keep ’em to themfeives, to Difine 
Faculties axeto be brought vader Reltraiat | guifh them from iyeh who adhear to the Aiii- 
Maly dy the force of Reafon and A-guments,which | gmt Conftiturion of this our Reale, , a 
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Diy of judgement had been come; now! had 
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obf. This making of Parties,in refpe& to O- 
pinion and Fancy, is detrimental to any Govern- 
ment, The wiieft Eftablifhments in the World 
make nodiftinétion of Opinion, tho” they oblige 
all to an Allegiance to the Stat: , inftances here- 
of are numerous, as in Holland, the Cantons of 
the Switzers,and all the Aanfe Towns , who pre- 
ferve their Civil Governments, notwithftanding 
the Variety of Opixions among ’em: And who- 
ever confiders what has been the Fate of the 
Crowned Heads of England, who made them- 
felves of a Party, mutt needs fay, it had been 
better for them to have gain’d the Hearts of all 
their Subj ds. 
upon Projeds, not for the Lafe of their Prince, 
or the Advantage of the Commonwealth, but for 
their own /utere(t, or to wreak thcir Malice on 
fuch as differ from them in Opinion. I hope the 
hands of fuch Men as thefe will be ty’d up from 
doing Adilchtef, during the Reign of her graci- 
ous Majefty, that God will keep Her from Men 
of vioient Spirits and fanguinary Principles; from 
fach 4s would difturb the Scenes of her Peaceful 
Reign, and would expofe her Sacred Perfon to 
the Rage of Popular Tumults, and the Fealoufte 
of her beft Friends: We are weil enough aflu- 
red of her Majefties Sincere Intentions to pre- 
ferve the Unity and Peace of the Churches of 
Chrift in thefe Kingdoms, by her lats Declara- 
tion, wherein fhe fays the will maintain the Pro- 
teftant Diffenters in their Legal Léberty of Con- 
feience. “And whoever goes about to fruftrate 
the Pious defigns of Her Majeity in this Point, 
are her utter Enemies, Abettors of Popifh and 
Arbitrary Defigns, and the Diftorbers of the 
Peace of the Englifh Churches. °Tis true, God 
has wonderfully Bleft her Majefties Arms with 
Succefs,even beyond the Expedfation of her own 
Péople, and much beyond the Succeffes of ma- 
ny preceding Years; fothat her Majeity feems 
appointed by Heaven to be a Nurfing Mother 
to all Europe, as well as to Her own Subjegts: 
thefe are indeed confiderable Bleffings ; but ho 
far beyond the Trophies of War, are the Tri- 
umphs of Peace to be prefer’d? If Her Maje- 
fty proves the gloriovs Inftrument in com- 
pofing our Religious Differences, by eftablifhing 
the Proteftant Gherches of England upon a fet- 
tled hee of Ste dig ae: a y we med 
hopes of this happy Settlement, fince our Bi- 
fhops and Cle ef Men of the greateft Mo- 
deration and Piety, who are the fitceft Perfons 
to Affit her Majefty in fo Piows aWork) then 
will her Name Mine in the Enghifh Annals‘to 
future Ages,and this A&ion will redound more | 
to her Honour,than all the mighty Deeds of her 
Royal Predeceffors. 

Sir, You have been at Londom, Pray what | 
News? What isthe Talk of the Town? Are | 
the Spirits of the People up ? 5 

Coumtry-m, Some are up, and fome are down. 
The good News which raifes the Spirits of true ; 
Engisjhmien, cafts the poor High- Flyers into the | 
Pit of Defpair and Remorfe, they are Crop-fick | 
at every profperons Story, and hang their Ears | 
like a parcel of Afotinds, as they’are: One of : 
the News Papers fays, That when the Duke of 
Ormond began to play ‘his Cannon, and Fire bis | 


Bombs at Cadiz, that the Spaniards thought the 
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the Company 
_madea rude Comparifon about K.Williams Nofe. 





thought, Sir, that the High Flyers in all Coun- 


tries had never thooght of theDay of Judgment. 
Ifeur High-Flyers in England had any appre. 
hehfions of their anfwering hereafter tor whar 
they do now, they would novColitinue to 4, 
Enemies to her? Majefties Government, to the 
Liberties of their Couttry, and the Proteftan: 
Religion: 1 with Portocarero had been in Cad), 
at that Time} but l’m afraid he’s atharden’g 
Sinner, and the thoughts of the Day of Judge. 
ment would nor have put him by, from findip 
a way to efcape out of the Noife of the Cannon, 
I would fain have that Treacherous Forging 
Prieft hovel-pofted. ’ 
Obf. Allin good time. But you don’t cop. 
fider what a terrible thing the noife of Cannons 
and Mortars are to the Péople that are unac. 
quainted with their Mufick. You find the French 
in Venlo were frighted with that noife, into a 
Surrender of that important Garifon. 1 ref} 
you, Man, that Guns and Mortars will friche 
the very People that make them. i 
Buc what News have you at London concern. 
ing the French Fieet,are they got into Spain yer? 
Coyntry-m. The ZVews at prefent is that fome 
Body (1 know not who) has fent that Fleet no. 
tice of our having pofleflion of the Port of Cz. 
diz, whither they were bonnd, and fo they are 
now gone into Harbour at Placentia in New. 
fourtdiand, Pray Sir you opinion of this Story, 
Obf. 1 am almoft an Infidel, in refpect of the 
Plate-Fleet; if they were at Sea, and had No« 
tice given them, it was a good Management in 
the French, But Vl affire you if they aregot 
into Newfound-Land, they are in no very good 
Qnarters,and the place may prove fatal to them, 
if the Bankers were not Sailed before their Ar- 


tival; they may change Men with them, and ] 


by that means may bring their Ships to Europe; 
but they muft come thence before Chriftmas, 
otherwife they wiil be Block’d up by the Ice; 
and if they Winter there, their Men coming out 
of extream Heat into extream. Gold, they will 
Die like Rotten Sheep; 1 know not how many 
Soldiers we have in Newfound-Land; but if we 
have a fufficient Force there, we may come as 
well to Placentia, as the French did the laft War 
to St. Fobus, when they took our Plantations 
fromus. If the French Winter theres without 


doubt they will call the Canada Indians to their 


Affiftance. But if there are as many Privateers 
in New- Exgland,as have at one time been known 


in that Country, they'll take care to get the 


Plate- Fleet before the Spring. But honelt Coun- 
try-man, | have a Complaint againit you; one of 
fays, that laft time we met, you 


Country:m, Are you concern’d for the'Re- 


fietions every Blockhead makes on what you | 


fay? My Co 
fefs, but I’m fure that was proper enough, and 
demonftrative of the Truth. I had a greater 
refpe& for K. William, than thofe who play’d 
with his Nofe before his Face, and now revile 
him after his Death: I could have made as good 
a Comparifon, if 1 had thought of it, concer- 
ning K. Charles 11, buc then I thould difo- 
bliged the Datcheis of Portfmtouth, as much’ 2s 
you have done another Lady; and therefore f 
would defire the Company for the future to let 
me vfe my own homely Comparifons without 
Reflection. oe 
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Comparifons are homely, I con- | 
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